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1. Course Description

Aim:  The purpose of Ag I is to develop knowledge and skills in the agriculture areas of leadership, ag mechanics, plant science, animal science and recordkeeping.
Topics Covered:  Upon completion of the class students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of:

· FFA Organization its history and opportunities

· Parliamentary procedure
· Agricultural careers
· Identification of hand and power tools

· Safe operation of power tools

· Construction of small wood projects

· Recordkeeping terms and Supervised Agricultural Experiences

· Plant growth and development of crops

· Identification of grains, forages and weeds

· Breed identification of beef, swine, sheep and horses
· Parts and function of male and female reproductive systems

· Safety and operation of gas and arc welding

       Prerequisites:  The course is recommended for all students who may want to      

       prepare for further study in agriculture.  Ag I is a yearlong course and is   

       presented in one period class per day, five days a week.  Ag I is a freshmen level      

       class.

2. Course Goals

Students will learn how to:

· List the FFA Colors, Motto, and Creed

· Identify the important dates in the history of the FFA

· Identify agricultural career areas and careers related to each

· Identify individual and chapter awards available to members

· Explain the various motions of parliamentary procedure
· Properly execute the steps of moving motions

· Properly and safely operate various hand and power tools

· Measure, cut and assemble a wood project such as a sawhorse or nailbox

· Identify different types of Supervised Agricultural Experiences

· Define terms associated with recordkeeping

· Explain physiological development of common crops

· Identify common grain, forage, and weed seeds and plants

· Identify breeds of beef, swine, sheep and horses.

· Identify parts of male and female reproductive systems.

· Properly and safely set up and operate oxyacetylene and arc welding

· Correctly weld stringer beads and construct a fillet joint.
3. FFA Activities:

The FFA Organization is an intra-curricular organization and any student in Agriculture Education is welcome to participate in most all activities.  Those FFA activities that students in Ag I may want to participate in are: FFA Creed Speaking, Junior Parliamentary Procedure, Agronomy and Natural Resources.

4. Assessment Plan

Students will be evaluated as follows:

Evaluation Criteria


Method of Education

Percent
Daily Participation


Attendance, class behavior,

10%






Class participation

Daily Assignments


Projects, written work, lab work
50%






Worksheets

Quizzes




Practical and Specific


15%

Tests




Unit and Comprehensive

25%

Fall Semester Test – Written Test
Spring Semester Test – SAE project started and updated and oral report.
Performance Standards

Grades for the course will be based on the following levels of performance:

GRADE


Performance Standard

A


Independent Learner – Did research, designed and planned daily 



work; applied academic skills; evaluated work and made 




adjustments, did quality work; needed little help from the teacher; 



sought and found resources independently; demonstrated 




knowledge with a grade of 93% or higher.

B


Semi-Independent Learner – Did research, designed and planned 



work; needed some help from the teacher, did quality work with a 



few flaws; needed feedback from the teacher to realize work did 



not meet standards; redid work to meet standards; demonstrated 



knowledge with a grade of 85% or higher.

C


Dependent Learner – Needed some help to research, design and 



plan daily work; relied on help from the teacher; had to be given 



procedures for performing tasks; required significant help to 



produce a quality product; needed help to evaluate a product; final 



product generally met standards;  demonstrated knowledge with a 




grade of 78% or higher.

D


Very Dependent Learner – Needed a lot of help to research, design 




and plan daily work; relied on much help from the teacher; had to 




be given basic procedures for performing tasks; even with 




significant help still produced a product that was well below the 




desired standards; demonstrated knowledge with a grade of 70% or 




higher.

F


Failure




Did not complete projects; if projects were completed, they were 




of such low quality that they did not pass; failed to document 




procedures; did not show criteria for determine quality; scored less 




than 70% of knowledge test.

5. Instructor Philosophy and Delivery Plan
Expectation of student performance:  The student will be expected to meet all the course goals listed below and be able to demonstrate their understanding of the underlying concepts.  The students will be expected to attend class on time and work productively while in class.  The instructor provides the direction and manages the class, but gives the students the responsibility to demonstrate learned concepts.

How instruction will be delivered:  Agriculture Education is based on the concept of “learning by doing” so as much hands-on instruction as possible will be used.  Other means such as lecture, text, video and demonstration will be used to introduce and present new material.  All of the above may occur in the classroom, shop or in a setting outside of the school.

How students will work (independently and/or in teams):  The students will work mostly independently on daily graded assignments but will also work in small groups to complete projects and activities.
How the community will be used:  Community people, business and resources may be used to enhance curriculum and demonstrate application of skills in the “real world”.

     How students will be evaluated: Grading of daily work, projects, quizzes and tests    

     will be used to complete course requirements.  The evaluation and grading system will   

     be introduced at the beginning of the course to advise students of the standards they 

     will be expected to meet to pass the course and to achieve better grades.  The school   

     grading system will be used.
6. Core Technical Standards

ITA1.1 Summarize the history and organization of FFA.

ITA1.2 Appraise opportunities in FFA.
ITA2.1 Describe the types of SAE programs.
ITA2.2 Implement an SAE.

ITA4.1 Examine the animal science industry.

ITA4.2 Discuss current topics in animal science.

ITA4.3 Explore career opportunities in animal science.

ITA5.1 Explain functions and physiology of cells and seeds.

ITA5.2 Describe the processes of photosynthesis and respiration.

ITA6.1 Execute basic economic principles as they relate to production

agriculture and agribusiness management.

ITA8.1 Execute basic principles involved in agricultural systems

technology.

PS1.1 Describe functional differences in plant structures including roots,

stems, flowers, leaves and fruit.

PS1.2 Classify plants based on physiology for taxonomic or other

classifications.

PS2.1 Determine nutritional requirements for optimal plant growth.

PS2.2 Examine data to evaluate and manage soil/media and nutrients.

PS3.1 Employ plant selection techniques for optimal growth and

production.

PS3.2 Compare the basic methods for reproducing and propagating

plants.

PS3.3 Analyze a production plan for optimal plant production.

PS3.4 Evaluate an integrated pest management plan.
PS3.5 Examine the fundamentals to harvest, handle, store and market

crops.
AN4.1 Examine male and female reproductive systems.

AN4.2 Discuss reproductive cycles.

AN4.3 Evaluate an animal to determine breeding soundness.

AN4.4 Predict genetic outcomes.

APS 1.2 Compare the benefits and risks of genetically modified plants

(GMO).

